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Chapter 9.5 – CABLE TELEVISION 
Sec. 9.5-13.  Use of streets. 
 
… 
(d)   Tree trimming.  The Grantee shall notify the City regarding the need to trim trees upon 
and overhanging streets of the City so as to prevent the branches of such trees from coming 
in contact with the wires and cables of the Grantee; at the option of the City, such trimming 
may be done by the City at the expense of the Grantee, or by the Grantee under the City's 
supervision and direction at the expense of the Grantee. When authorized, trimming shall 
be limited to the area required for clear cable passage and shall not include major structural 
branches which materially alter the appearance and natural growth habits of the tree.   
… 
(Ord. No. 87-3.6, 3-3-87; Ord. No. 92-8.7, 8-4-92) 
 
Chapter 10 – CEMETERIES 
Sec. 10-2.  Damaging, defacing, etc., cemetery property; obstructing ingress or 
egress to or from cemetery. 
 
(a)   It shall be unlawful and a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to: 

… 
(2)   Willfully or maliciously destroy, remove, cut, break or injure any tree, shrub or 
plant within any cemetery or any lot of any memorial or monumental association. 
… 

 
Chapter 38.5  VEGETATION 
ARTICLE II.  WEEDS AS PUBLIC NUISANCE  
Sec. 38.5-16.  Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 
Abandon responsibility  means the continued failure of the property owner(s) to abate a 
weed nuisance, after the second consecutive notice of the season, during the remainder of 
the season.   
Abatement cost  means the City's cost of labor, equipment, and supplies for, or the contract 
price of, and any charges to the City, with respect to its removal and disposal of weeds from 
a parcel.   
Owner  means any person shown by any public record maintained by any Circuit Court, 
General District Court, Treasurer, Commissioner of the Revenue, City Clerk, or any other 
official record to have an ownership or possessory interest in real estate located in the City; 
or any successor in title or interest taking with actual or constructive notice of the existence 
of a public nuisance.   
Season  means a calendar year January 1st through December 31st.   
Weeds  means any plant, grass, or other vegetation of uncontrolled growth over twelve (12) 
inches high, other than trees, shrubbery, agricultural plants, or flowering landscaping with 
controlled growth, and excluding there from the following:   
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(1)   Growth located on banks of continually flowing streams. 
(2)   Natural and undisturbed slopes of a vertical angle of thirty (30) degrees or greater. 
(3)   Cliffs, bluffs, ravines, and other similar areas with vegetation foliage. 
(4)   Natural and industrial wooded areas. 
(Ord. No. 2007-02.04, 2-6-07) 
 
ARTICLE III.  LANDSCAPING 
Sec. 38.5-23.  Definitions. 
 
[The following terms, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, unless context clearly indicates a different meaning:] 
Tree and/or shrub  shall include all woody vegetation presently or hereafter planted on any 
public area.   
(Ord. No. 92-11.15, 11-5-92; Ord. No. 2001-05.07, § 8, 5-15-01) 
 
Sec. 38.5-24.  Authorization required. 
 
(a)   No person shall plant vegetation or maintain, remove, or otherwise disturb, any tree or 
shrub on any public area without first receiving approval from the Director of Public Works 
or his designate. 
(b)   Public utility companies and municipal utilities and their subcontractors employing tree 
experts, when engaged in the maintenance of easements, shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this section. 
(c)   In case of emergencies, such as windstorms, ice storms, or other disasters, permits 
may be waived by the Director of Public Works during the emergency period so as not to 
hamper work to restore order to the City. 
(d)   Maintenance of public areas by the City or its subcontractors shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this section. 
(e)   All plantings installed on land owned by the City shall become the property of the City 
of Danville and under the control of the City and subject to all regulations of the City 
thereafter. 
(f)   Notwithstanding the foregoing, no authorization shall be required for any planting in a 
City street, sidewalk, or alley right-of-way immediately contiguous to privately owned 
residential or commercial property, provided that: 
(1)   If it is contiguous with residential property, the person making the planting maintains 
the property as he does his property; 
(2)   If it is contiguous with commercial property, the person making the planting maintains 
the property as his place of business; and 
(3)   The planting does not violate any other provision of this Code including, but not limited 
to, section 35-14.1 of this Code. 
(Ord. No. 92-11.15, 11-5-92) 
 
ARTICLE IV.  HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL 
Sec. 38.5-30.  Nuisance declared. 
 
Any tree which, by virtue of its condition and location, endangers the life, health, or safety 
of any person or structure on adjacent or adjoining real property is hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance and prohibited. 
(Ord. No. 95-4.16, 4-4-95) 
 
Sec. 38.5-31.  Abatement of public nuisance. 
 



(a)   If a tree which constitutes a public nuisance is located on real property which is not 
owned by the City, the Director of Public Works, or his designee, shall notify the owner of 
such tree in writing by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address of the owner 
shown on the records in the office of the City Real Estate Assessor, citing the tree's 
condition and the corrective action required to remove the public nuisance. If such owner 
cannot be identified or found, a copy of such notice shall be placed upon such tree or part 
thereof. Written notice shall also be given to any tenant leasing such property. 
(b)   Upon receipt of the written notice described above, the property owner may appeal the 
order to the City Manager. Such appeal must be made in writing during the fifteen-day 
interval given in the notice from the Director of Public Works, or his designee. Any actions 
required in the notice shall be delayed pending the City's Manager's response to the appeal. 
(c)   If any work required to be done by the Director of Public Works, or his designee, is not 
accomplished within the time specified, the Director of Public Works shall request the City 
Attorney to institute a suit for an injunction to compel the responsible party to abate or 
remove the public nuisance and/or see that such responsible person is prosecuted for 
violation of section 38.5-30. 
(d)   If the tree constituting a public nuisance presents an imminent and immediate threat 
to life or property, then the Director of Public Works is authorized and directed to abate or 
remove such public nuisance and to request the City Attorney to bring an action against the 
responsible party to recover the necessary costs incurred for the provision of emergency 
services reasonably required to abate any such public nuisance. 
(e)   The term "responsible party" shall include, but not be limited to, the owner, occupier, 
or possessor of the premises where the nuisance is located. 
(Ord. No. 95-4.16, 4-4-95) 
 
Sec. 38.5-33.  Penalty. 
 
Any person, firm, or corporation violating the provisions of section 38.5-30 after receiving 
the notice described in section 38.5-31 shall be fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor 
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each offense, and a separate offense shall be 
deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 
(Ord. No. 95-4.16, 4-4-95) 
 
Sec. 35-14.1.  Obstructions to visibility at street intersections. 
 
(a)   No sign, fence, wall, hedge, planting or other obstruction to vision, extending from a 
height of two and one-half (2 1/2) feet to ten (10) feet above the established street grade, 
shall be permitted within the area formed by the intersection of right-of-way lines at corner 
lots and a straight line joining the right-of-way lines at points which are twenty-five (25) 
feet distance from the intersection of the right-of-way lines at the corner of the lot. This 
section shall not apply to mail boxes, police and fire alarm boxes, public utility poles, street 
name markers, official traffic signs and control devices, fire hydrants, trees with no visual 
obstruction (except tree trunk) up to the height of ten (10) feet above the established street 
grade, or when an engineering and traffic investigation reveals that no safety hazard exists. 
(b)   Upon determination that a violation of this section exists, the City shall send written 
notice of the violation to the owner or occupant of the lot requiring the owner or occupant to 
remove all obstructions violating the provisions of this section within five (5) days after 
receipt of the written notice. It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of a corner lot to 
fail to remove all obstructions violating the provisions of this section within five (5) days 
after receipt of written notice from the City so to do. 
(c)   Upon failure of the owner or occupant of a corner lot to comply with the provisions of 
this section within five (5) days after receipt of written notice from the City so to do, the 
City may enter upon such lot and remove therefrom any and all obstructions found to be in 



violation of this section. Where trees, shrubs, hedges or other plantings constitute the 
violation of this section, the City shall have the authority to either trim or remove the same 
based upon the most cost effective method. 
(d)   In the event an obstruction violating this section is located on City-owned property or 
right-of-way, such obstruction may be trimmed or removed, whichever is applicable; 
provided, however, that prior to removal the City shall give written notice to the owner or 
occupant of the property adjacent to the City-owned property or right-of-way on which the 
violation of this section is located of the City's intention to remove the obstruction within 
five (5) days from the receipt of the written notice. 
(Ord. No. 83-11.5, 11-7-83) 
 



Chapter 41 - ZONING ORDINANCE  
ARTICLE 3.P: - CP-1, CYBER PARK ONE DISTRICT 
(Cyber Park One Economic Development District). 
F. - Bulk Regulations. 
 
… 
E. Minimum side yard setbacks shall be for emergency vehicle use and at least the initial 
twenty (20) feet adjacent to a property line shall be kept clear of all obstructions, including 
parking spaces, bushes and trees.  
… 
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 3.P, § F, 2-17-04) 
 
G. - Open Space. 
 
1. An open space plan and landscape plan shall be submitted with applications for any land 
use governed by this district. 
2. Stormwater management basins and structures and BMP facilities may be counted 
towards the minimum open space requirement provided that these basins, structures, and 
facilities include the appropriate landscaping and maintenance in accordance with the 
Landscape and Screening Regulations.  
3. Ten (10) percent of the lot shall be landscaped open space; provided that no more than 
fifty (50) percent of the landscaped open space shall consist of land classified as rivers, 
stream valleys, wetlands, slopes in excess of 30%, or drainage easements.  
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 3.P, § G, 2-17-04) 
 
H. - Additional Regulations. 
 
… 
 12. Where a lot is contiguous to property located in a residential district, all buildings shall 
have a minimum setback of 50 feet from common property lines. A landscaped buffer yard 
shall be provided, with landscape materials and placement subject to final plan approval. 
Fencing may be required in such cases with fence material and heights subject to final plan 
approval.  
… 
17. Refer to Landscaping and Screening for frontage, parking lot, and yard landscaping, 
screening and buffer yard provisions. 
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 3.P, § H, 2-17-04) 
 
ARTICLE 9. - LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING REGULATIONS 
A. - Purpose and Intent. 
 
The purpose of this section is to establish general standards and processes by which the 
Danville's Comprehensive Plan's goals and objectives for landscape architecture, urban and 
rural area site design, site buffering, and transitional screening will be implemented. 
Pursuant to the intent of preserving and promoting the health, safety and general welfare of 
the City, these regulations are promulgated in order to:  
1. Facilitate the protection, replenishment and maintenance of the existing environment; 
2. Conserve and protect the character of the City's sensitive environmental resources, open 
spaces, parks, and entrance corridors; 
3. Preserve and enhance the aesthetic character of the City; 
4. Protect and improve the quality of the City's natural rivers, streams, and wetlands; 
5. Enhance erosion control practices through the creative use of plant materials; 
6. Improve the relationship between adjacent properties via screening and buffering; 



7. Preserve and enhance to quality of existing flood plains and stream valleys through 
improved landscaping and landscape maintenance; 
8. Provide adequate tree canopy and vegetative cover for new development; and 
9. Introduce and promote complementary landscaping to supplement site plan 
requirements, Best Management practices, and stormwater management improvements.  
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § A, 2-17-04) 
 
B. - General Standards.  
 
The following general standards shall apply to the planning, design, installation and 
maintenance of all landscape improvements, site plan improvements, urban design 
standards, screening and buffering measures, and related site development practices 
required by this section:  
1. A landscape plan meeting the requirements of this article shall be required for all 
subdivision, site plan, and other development plan applications. Landscaping, screening, 
and buffering for any subdivision and site development activity shall be guided by this 
article as well as generally accepted landscape design principles.  
2. Landscape design plans shall strive to maximize the preservation of existing trees and 
minimize the disruption of established landscape materials, employing preservation and 
protection criteria provided in the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, the State's 
Urban Best Management Practices Handbook and NPDES permitting guidelines.  
3. The quality and type of all new plant materials installed on a site shall be in accord with 
the specifications of the American Association of Nurserymen, provided that the 
transplanting of trees and shrubs may be done in accordance with accepted horticultural 
and forestry practices.  
4. The property owner, developer and or successor in title to a given property shall be 
responsible for the perpetual maintenance as well as timely repair and replacement of all 
landscaping, buffers and screening as required by this article. A failure to adequately 
maintain landscape improvements in a healthy state and to keep such improvements free of 
litter, refuse and debris shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance. Landscape planting, 
maintenance and repair regulations also shall apply to all land in common open space, 
active recreational areas, or other lands not in lots in residential subdivisions. Property 
owners' documents shall incorporate such requirements.  
5. Landscape plans to accompany any site plan or plat shall be prepared by the applicant, a 
qualified landscape designer, nurseryman or horticulturalist in association with a 
Professional Engineer or Architect of record (certifying the plan or plat) or shall be prepared 
and certified by a Certified Landscape Architect licensed to practice in the State of Virginia.  
6. The landscaping and buffering standards hereinafter established provide minimum 
guidelines for landscape architecture of commercial, industrial, institutional and residential 
properties. Refer to the Appendix A of the Zoning Ordinance for graphic illustrations and 
design guidelines.  
7. In addition to the provisions of this article, property which is situated within areas 
recognized by the Official Zoning Map as a H-PO, Historic Preservation Overlay District or a 
TC-O, Tourism Corridor Overlay District shall be subject to additional regulations as 
provided for in the individual zoning districts, supplemental regulations and design 
guidelines related thereto.  
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § B, 2-17-04) 
 
C. - Site Landscaping, Canopy and Tree Preservation Standards. 
 
1. The applicant shall strive to preserve and protect existing trees in the design and 
development of projects requiring City subdivision and/or site plan approval and to strive to 
replace those trees necessarily removed during such development.  



2. The subdivision plat or site plan for any subdivision or site development activity shall 
include the planting and/or replacement of trees, minimum tree canopies or tree covers will 
be provided in accord with the following standards: (Refer to Appendix for graphic 
illustrations of canopy coverage ratios for commercial, industrial and residential land uses.)  
a. Apartment Residential Zoning District: Ten percent (10%) of the total site area shall be 
covered in tree canopy. 
b. Townhouse and Mobile Home Park Zoning Districts: Fifteen percent (15%) of the total 
site area shall be covered in tree canopy. 
c. Single Family, Two-family and Duplex Residential Zoning Districts: Twenty percent (20%) 
of the total site area shall be covered in tree canopy.  
d. Off-Site Planting Option: If the full canopy requirement cannot be met by on-site 
plantings, the requirement may be satisfied by off-site plantings at the discretion of the 
Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator.  
3. All landscape materials shall conform with the following minimum size or height (at date 
of planting) standards: 
a. Deciduous shade trees: 2" caliper. 
b. Street trees: 2" caliper. 
c. Ornamental and understory trees: 6' height. 
d. Coniferous trees: 6' height. 
e. Evergreen shrubs: 18" spread or height. 
f. Deciduous shrubs: 24" spread or height. 
4. "Tree canopy" or "tree cover" shall include all areas of coverage by trees and plant 
materials, including street trees, provided that all such trees and plant materials exceed six 
(6) feet in height at date of planting.  
5. All landscape materials shall be selected and sized in accordance with hardiness rating 
and growth habit appropriate for the intended placement of materials. All landscape 
materials shall be well branched and well formed, vigorous, healthy and free from disease, 
sun and wind damage and insect and shall have healthy and unbroken root systems.  
6. Tree canopy requirements may be reduced on a case-by-case basis by waiver of the 
Planning Director during the site plan and/or subdivision plat approval process where it can 
be clearly demonstrated by the applicant that either (a) the reduced canopy achieves the 
intended landscape design objective through a combination of alternative landscape 
architectural and landscaping techniques or (b) where the characteristics property is such 
that the canopy coverage would not be effective and other methods of landscaping provide 
equal and adequate design responses. The above stipulated sizes may be modified based on 
specific property conditions and site design requirements.  
7. Existing trees, inclusive of wooded preserved areas, which are to be preserved may be 
included to meet all or part of the aforementioned canopy requirements; provided that the 
landscape plan identifies such existing trees.  
8. In cases where the application of the screening and/or parking lot landscape 
requirements cited hereinafter exceed the above minimum canopy requirements, the final 
placement, type, and quantity of landscape materials shall be determined as a part of the 
City's site plan or subdivision plat review process, provided that nothing herein shall restrict 
the applicant from exceeding the minimum canopy requirements, if desired.  
9. No landscaping materials shall be installed which interfere with minimum transportation 
site distances for public and private streets. The landscape plan shall depict sight distance 
alignments and the location of sight easements.  
10. The applicant, or the applicant's landscape architect or qualified landscape designer 
shall consult with the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator during the preliminary plan 
phase to determine the most appropriate layout and coordinated landscape design concepts, 
tree placement and suitable species of trees and ground cover to be incorporated into the 
site plan.  
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § C, 2-17-04) 



 
D. - Parking Lot Landscaping for Commercial, Industrial, and Residential Uses. 
 
1. Parking Lots Adjacent to Lot Lines: For parking lots and private access adjacent to lot 
lines which are subject to site plan or subdivision approval for uses within commercial, 
industrial, townhouse, apartment, and mobile home park zoning districts or where a site 
plan is otherwise required, the following landscape regulations shall apply:  
a. Where a parking lot (or a private driveway providing access to a parking lot or building 
entry) abuts a property line not common with the right-of-way of a street, a landscaping 
strip of two and one-half (2 1/2) feet in width shall be located between the parking lot and 
the abutting property line. Refer to the Appendix for graphic examples.  
b. A minimum of one tree for each forty (40) feet of contiguous property line shall be 
planted in the landscaping strip. This planting shall be in addition to any planting within a 
required zoning district buffer yard and in addition to any planting within six (6) feet of a 
building or structure.  
c. Where appropriate, shrubs and ground covers may be provided within the landscaping 
strip to establish an enhanced low level visual buffer between the adjoining properties.  
d. At maturity, these shrubs and other ground covers shall be three (3) to five (5) feet in 
height. Landscape plans are encouraged to incorporate earth berms, where appropriate, into 
the buffer strips.  
2. Parking Lots Adjacent to Public Streets: For parking lots and private access adjacent to 
public streets which are subject to site plan or subdivision approval for uses within 
commercial, industrial, townhouse, apartment, mobile home park zoning districts or where a 
site plan is otherwise required, the following landscape regulations shall apply:  
a. Where a parking lot (or a private driveway providing access to a parking lot or building 
entry) abuts a public right-of-way for a City or VDOT street, a landscaping strip of five (5) 
feet in width (not including sidewalk) shall be located between the parking lot or private 
driveway and the right-of-way line.  
b. A minimum of one tree for each forty (40) feet of property line common with the public 
right-of-way shall be planted in the landscaping strip. This planting shall be in addition to 
any planting within a required zoning district buffer yard and in addition to any planting 
within six (6) feet of a building or structure.  
c. Where appropriate, shrubs and ground covers may be provided within the landscaping 
strip to establish an enhanced low level visual buffer between the parking lot and the public 
right-of-way.  
d. At maturity, these shrubs and other ground covers shall be a minimum of three (3) to 
five (5) feet in height. The landscape design for such shrubs and ground covers shall also 
serve to direct and control pedestrian access into parking lots.  
e. Landscape plans are encouraged to incorporate earth berms, where appropriate, into the 
right-of-way landscaped buffer strips. 
3. All parking lots of thirty-one (31) or more spaces shall contain within the interior of the 
parking lot not less than one tree for every fifteen (15) continuous parking spaces or 
fraction thereof. Such trees shall be reasonably dispersed throughout the interior of the 
parking lot in accord with good landscape and urban design practices. In the instance where 
the parking lots contain double-loaded parking bays, trees planted in the interior section 
between the bays may count towards the spaces in both rows. Furthermore, both exterior 
trees and buffer trees included in the site plan may be applied towards this requirement. In 
the case of redevelopment proposals, this parking lot tree requirement is only applicable to 
those proposals that necessitate additional parking spaces over those that are currently 
provided. All plant materials shall be of a variety and size which can be used to meet the 
tree canopy cover requirements hereinabove outlined. Refer to the Appendix for graphic 
illustrations.  



4. Landscaping located within the interior of parking lots shall be contained within "planting 
islands" with raised medians. Planting islands which are located parallel to the long 
dimension of a parking spaces shall have a minimum width of ten (10) feet and shall be 
designed to permit vehicular doors to open fully without impacting plant materials. A 
median (or island) shall be constructed to separate no more than fifteen (15) contiguous 
perpendicular spaces for single-loading bays and thirty (30) for double-loading bays. A 
planting island with raised median (with curb and gutter) shall be constructed to terminate 
the end of any perpendicular parking bay and to provide adequate separation from an 
adjacent to a private driveway or travelway.  
5. Landscaped "planting islands" (located such that parking spaces are on opposing sides of 
the planting island) shall be developed in parking lots meeting the following criteria:  
a. The total size of the parking lot exceeds one hundred fifty (150) total parking spaces. 
b. Parking lot layout incorporates three or more double-loaded or single-loaded parking 
bays which are contiguous and parallel to each other, and the requirements of Paragraph 4 
above.  
c. Planting islands which are designed to be perpendicular to the parking bay shall be 
constructed for every other parking bay. 
d. Planting islands shall have a minimum width of six (6) feet to allow for bumper overhang 
and shall otherwise provide adequate width for the growth and maintenance of the intended 
landscape materials to be planted therein.  
6. The primary landscaping materials used in parking lots shall be trees which provide shade 
or are capable of providing shade at maturity. Shrubs and other live planting material may 
be used to complement the primary, tree landscaping.  
7. The landscaping shall be dispersed throughout the parking lot, with interior dimensions of 
any planting area (i.e. interior parking median) sufficient to protect and maintain all 
landscaping materials planted therein. See illustrative example in the Appendix.  
8. The type and method of parking lot landscape irrigation shall be fully described in the site 
plan if any type and method is to be included in the design.  
9. The applicant, or the applicant's landscape architect or landscape designer and project 
engineer shall consult with the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator during the sketch 
plan and preliminary plat phase to determine the most appropriate parking lot layout and 
coordinated landscape design concepts, tree placement, and suitable species of trees and 
ground cover to be used in parking lots.  
10. The landscape provisions of this article are not intended to apply to off-street parking 
spaces or private driveway access to such off-street parking spaces for individual single 
family residential dwellings.  
(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § D, 2-17-04) 
 
E. - Transitional Screening and Buffer Yards. 
 
1. Transitional screening and buffer yards shall be required between properties as 
designated by the Official Zoning Map for different land use categories. Screening and buffer 
yard requirements shall be imposed on the property of the more intensive zoning category. 
Buffer landscape yard geometry, plant types, plant quantities and related landscaping 
requirements between different land use categories shall be based on the screening and 
buffer yard standards in the Appendix of this ordinance.  
2. Transitional screening shall be provided at the outer boundaries of a lot, except in 
locations where driveways, parking lots, utility easements and/or other openings are 
required. Where transitional screening and landscape buffer yards are required, evergreen 
trees and deciduous trees of size, type and canopy as approved by the Director of Planning 
or Planning Commission, shall be employed for screening purposes.  
3. Understory and shrubs, in the recommended size and quantities described in the graphic 
design standards in the appendix, may be incorporated into the buffer yard at the option of 



the applicant. Landscape plans are encouraged to incorporate earth berms, where 
physiographically feasible, and other creative landscape features into transitional screening 
and buffer yard designs. See illustrative examples in the Appendix for recommended 
landscape materials and placement.  
4. Buffer yards and transitional screening may not be used for the storage of materials, 
buildings, parking or loading areas for motor vehicles or equipment or signs. Sidewalks and 
pedestrian trails may be incorporated into buffer yards.  
5. All outdoor storage and loading areas shall be screened from adjacent residential 
properties. An opaque screen with a minimum height of six (6) feet of landscape materials, 
architectural walls, opaque fencing or other opaque material shall be used.  
6. Transitional screening may be waived or otherwise modified by the Planning Commission 
for any public use or utility when it can be demonstrated that such use has been specifically 
designed to minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties.  
7. No landscape materials or screening shall be installed which interfere with minimum 
transportation site distances. The landscape plan shall depict sight distance alignments and 
the location of sight easements in accord with transportation design standards.  
8. Transitional screening requirements may be modified by the Director of Planning/Zoning 
Administrator in cases where it can be clearly demonstrated by the applicant that either (a) 
the alternative landscape design minimizes any adverse impact through a combination of 
architectural and landscaping techniques or (b) where the topography of the property is  
9. The applicant, or the applicant's certified landscape architect or qualified landscape 
designer shall consult with the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator during the sketch 
plan and preliminary plat phase to determine the most appropriate buffer and screening 
design concepts, tree placement and suitable species of trees to be used for screening 
purposes.  
10. The applicant, or the applicant's certified landscape architect or qualified landscape 
designer shall consult with the Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator during the sketch 
plan and preliminary plat phase to determine the most appropriate location for the buffer 
plantings. The Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator has the authority to ensure that 
the buffer shall be planted at the highest point on the subject property relative to the 
adjacent residential uses. In instances where grading allows a difference in elevation, buffer 
landscape planting shall be placed at the highest point where it can be feasibly planted.  
 (Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § E, 2-17-04) 
 
F. - Subdivision Landscaping and Street Tree Requirements. 
 
1. For any subdivision developed within any residential, commercial or industrial zoning 
district, a street tree landscape plan shall be submitted with all subdivision plats and other 
development plans involving the construction, extension or widening of private or public 
streets.  
2. The street tree landscape plan for subdivisions shall provide for the placement of street 
trees outside of and contiguous to the public right-of-way. A minimum of two (2) street 
trees shall be provided per each lot.  
3. Within subdivisions, the street tree landscape plan shall provide an integrated program of 
street tree plantings, individual lot landscaping, and tree preservation for all lots located 
within the subdivision.  
4. Street trees shall be counted towards the landscape canopy requirement. 
5. No street trees shall be installed which interfere with minimum transportation site 
distances for public and private streets, as determined by the Director of Planning/Zoning 
Administrator. The landscape plan shall depict sight distance alignments and the location of 
sight easements.  
6. The applicant's landscape architect or qualified landscape designer shall consult with the 
Director of Planning/Zoning Administrator during the sketch plan and preliminary plat phase 



to determine the most appropriate species of street trees as well as suitable landscape 
design and placement concepts for use in a given subdivision or street development 
program. A list of candidate landscape materials and varieties for differing functions and 
applications is provided in the appendix of this ordinance.  
 (Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § F, 2-17-04) 
 
G. - Landscape Plan Requirements. 
 
1. The landscape plan drawn on a site plan base map to the same scale as the 
accompanying site plan and/or subdivision plat. 
2. Refer to the City's Design and Construction Standards Manual and the appendix of this 
ordinance for additional information related to landscape materials, installation standards, 
and design details.  
3. The landscape plan shall include: 

a. Location, type, size, height, number and botanical name and construction details 
for proposed landscaping materials. Information is to be provided in graphic and 
tabular format.  
b. Planting specifications and installation details for proposed landscaping materials, 
including a schedule of recommended planting timeframes for specific plant materials 
and ground covers.  
c. Location and size of all existing landscape materials to be retained during the site 
development process as well as appropriate landscape protection measures to be 
implemented during the site construction process.  
d. Location, size and other related design details for all hardscape improvements, 
signage, recreational improvements and open space areas, fences, walls, barriers 
and other elements related to transitional buffer yards.  
e. Designation of required setbacks, yards and screening areas. 
f. Location of other man-made site features, parking lots, hardscape improvements, 
overhead structures and underground utilities to ensure that landscape materials will 
not be in conflict with the placement and operation of these improvements.  
g. Acreage of disturbed areas, computed by planimetric methods, to the nearest 0.1 
acre. 
h. Acreage and location of proposed open spaces and recreation areas, computed to 
the nearest 0.1 acres. 
i. Location, size and construction details for site lighting, special hardscape and 
landscape features, irrigation systems and exterior site furnishings.  
j. Methods and specifications for tree protection during construction phases. 
k. Landscape treatment of stormwater management improvements, Best 
Management Practices structures, and erosion and sediment controls.  
l. Certification of the plan preparer. 

 (Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 9, § G, 2-17-04) 
 
ARTICLE 16. - APPENDIX: LANDSCAPE, SCREENING AND BUFFER YARD 
GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS 
A. - Purpose and Intent. 
 
This appendix provides graphic guidelines for landscaping, screening and buffer yards for 
development projects within the City. It is intended to be employed by applicants as a 
companion to illustrate the landscape design requirements of Article 9 of this ordinance.  
Where conflict exists between this appendix and Article 9, the article shall govern.  
 
B. - Appendix Contents. 
Parking Lot Landscaping Guidelines and Illustrations  



A.4 Parking lot landscaping: general illustrative design concepts.  
A.5 Parking lot landscaping: minimum requirements for parking lots.  
A.6 Parking lot landscaping: landscape islands and medians in parking lots.  

 
 
  
 

 
PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 

 
 



 
PRIVATE PARKING LOTS 

 
LANDSCAPE ISLAND OR MEDIANS 

 
General Landscaping Guidelines and Illustrations  

A.7 Residential subdivision landscaping: street tree design concepts.  
A.8 Right-of-way edge buffer landscaping: edge buffers.  
A.9 Buffer yards: landscape berms.  

 



 
STREET TREE CONCEPTS 

 

 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LANDSCAPING 

 



 
BUFFER YARDS 

 
 
Examples of Canopy Requirements for Urban Land Uses  

A.10 Illustrative canopy example: multi-family residential project.  
A.11 Illustrative canopy example: retirement community project.  
A.12 Illustrative canopy example: townhouse residential project.  
A.13 Illustrative canopy example: waterfront mixed-use project.  
A.14. Illustrative canopy example: downtown commercial project.  

 



 
MULTI-FAMILY PROJECT 

 



 
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 

 



 
TOWNHOUSE COMMUNITY 

 



 
PLANNED COMMUNITY 

 



 
PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 

 
Transitional Buffer Yard Requirements  
 

A.15 Transitional buffer yard requirements: Multi-family and Attached Residential 
Single Family Residential Districts (T-R, S-R, NT-R, OT-R and MHP-R) adjacent to a 
Multifamily Residential or Attached Residential District (A-R and M-R).  
A.16 Transitional buffer yard requirements: Commercial Residential Districts (T-R, S-
R, NT-R, OT-R and MHP-R) and adjacent to a Commercial District (N-C, CB-C, TW-C, 
HR-C, PS-C).  
A.17 Transitional buffer yard requirements: Light Economic Development Residential 
District (T-R, S-R, NT-R, OT-R and MHP-R) adjacent to a Light Economic 
Development District LED-1).  
A.18 Transitional buffer yard requirements: Manufacturing Residential District (T-R, 
S-R, NT-R, OT-R and MHP-R) adjacent to a Manufacturing District (M-1).  



 
SINGLE FAMILY/MULTIFAMLY 

 



 
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

 



 
RESIDENTIAL/LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESIDENTIAL/HEAVY INDUSTRY 

(Ord. No. 2004-02.04, Art. 16, 2-17-04) 
 


