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PART II  CODE 
Chapter 74  STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES 
Sec. 74-9.  Clearance for signs, awnings, tree limbs, etc., over streets and 
sidewalks. 
 
(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to place or allow to remain over any street or 
sidewalk any sign, awning or other thing, unless the same be at least 14 feet above the 
street or nine feet above the sidewalk, and unless the same be so placed by permission of 
the town. The town may remove the sign, awning or other thing, whenever such person, 
after the expiration of five days next following receipt of notice, has failed to do so. The cost 
of any removal shall be chargeable to such person and shall be added to their tax bill. 
(b)   It shall be unlawful for any person to place or allow to remain over any street or 
sidewalk any tree, shrub, bush or other growth, or any part thereof, unless the same be at 
least 14 feet above the street or nine feet above the sidewalk. The town may remove the 
tree, shrub, bush or other growth, or any part thereof, whenever such person, after the 
expiration of five days next following receipt of notice, has failed to do so. The cost of any 
removal shall be chargeable to such person and shall be added to their tax bill. 
(c)   For the purpose of this section, the term "sidewalk" shall mean not only any sidewalk 
on the property of the town, but also the property of any person which is adjacent thereto, 
not more than three feet therefrom, and not enclosed. 
(d)   Violations of this section shall be a Class 4 misdemeanor. 
(Code 1965, §§ 24-22, 24-23; Code 1981, § 16-10; Ord. No. 2005-11-08, § 1, 11-14-2005) 
State law references:  Authority of town to permit signs, etc., to overhang street, etc., Code 
of Virginia, § 15.2-2010.   
 
Sec. 74-15.  Cutting trees on street or alley. 
 
No tree on any street or alley of the town shall be cut without the consent of the town 
council. 
(Code 1965, § 24-15; Code 1981, § 16-16) 
 
 
Chapter 58  OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
Article I.  In General 
Sec. 58-15.  Destruction of property. 
 
(a)   If any person unlawfully destroys, defaces, damages or removes without the intent to 
steal any property, real or personal, not his own, or breaks down, destroys, defaces, 
damages or removes without the intent to steal, any monument or memorial for war 
veterans, any monument erected for the purpose of marking the site of any engagement 
fought during the War between the States, or for the purpose of designating the boundaries 
of the town or any tract of land, or any tree marked for that purpose, he shall be guilty of a 
Class 3 misdemeanor; provided that the court may, in its discretion, dismiss the charge if 
the town or other organization responsible for maintaining the injured property, monument, 
or memorial files a written affidavit with the court stating it has received full payment for 
the injury. 
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(b)   If any person intentionally causes such injury, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor if the value of or damage to the property, memorial or monument is less than 
$1,000.00. The amount of loss caused by the destruction, defacing, damage or removal of 
such property, memorial or monument may be established by proof of the fair market cost 
of repair or fair market replacement value. Upon conviction, the court may order that the 
defendant pay restitution. 
(Ord. of 12-8-2008(2), §§ 1, 2) 
 



 
APPENDIX A  ZONING 
 
ARTICLE IV.  DISTRICT REGULATIONS   
409.  Planned Neighborhood Development District [PND].  
 
409.10. Development review--PND.   
… 
A.   Development plan.  A development plan shall be submitted for all proposed commercial, 
residential, community facility, institutional, or multifamily residential development within a 
planned neighborhood development. The development plan shall be drawn to scale and shall 
be accompanied by a narrative, as appropriate. The development plan shall comply with the 
provisions of appendix A section 515 of the Code of Luray, Virginia, unless otherwise 
provided for herein, and the following:   

… 
3.   A landscape plan prepared by a certified landscape architect shall be submitted 
with each site development plan application. The development plan shall identify 
proposed trees, shrubs, ground cover, natural features such as rock outcroppings, 
other landscaping elements and planting details. When existing natural growth is 
proposed to remain, the applicant shall include in the plans a description of the 
landscaping to be retained, a statement from a certified arborist that the material is 
desirable and healthy, and the proposed methods to protect the retained trees and 
growth during and after construction. 
… 
5.   Calculation of the percentage of land area covered by the various land uses, 
including landscaped areas. 
… 

 
409.11. Definitions--PND.     
G.   Open space.  Common space generally intended for passive recreation and not 
improved with a building, structure, vehicular travel lane, driveway, street, sidewalk, or 
parking area. Open space may include pedestrian ways, bike paths, trails interconnecting 
open space areas; undisturbed natural areas, woodlands, preservation areas; community 
facilities; landscaped grounds, buffers; playgrounds and tot lots; swimming and boating 
areas. Open space shall not include yards within individual residential lots, yards less than 
30 feet wide between buildings, lands occupied by tennis courts, golf courses, and 
buildings.   
 
409.17. Off-street parking--PND.     
A.   The number, design, location and construction of parking lots, bays, spaces and drives 
shall conform to the applicable requirements of appendix A, sections 506 and 507 of the 
zoning ordinance. 

1.   Parking areas shall be planted with trees a minimum of two inches in caliper 
measured six inches above ground level, so that there is at least one tree per ten 
parking spaces within the parking lot. Such trees must be protected by curbing or 
other means against damage by vehicles. A minimum planting area, equivalent to 
162 square feet per tree, shall be provided. 
2.   Parking areas shall have a landscaped island at each end of each row of vehicle 
spaces. No more than 15 spaces shall be laid out without an intermediate landscape 
island. Such planting islands shall be not less than ten feet wide in the direction 
parallel to the row and not less than 20 feet long in the direction perpendicular to the 
row. Each such island shall have a suitable poured-in-place concrete curb, or 



approved equal, and shall be planted with grass or ground cover. All hydrants shall 
be located in such islands. 

 
409.18. Landscaping and screening--PND.     
A.   Screening of uses.  Commercial, institutional, and community uses shall be screened 
from residential uses within and abutting the planned neighborhood development by a 
bufferyard 20 feet in width containing a minimum of three canopy trees, six understory 
trees, and nine shrubs per 100 feet of length (or an amount creating an equivalent effect 
and approved with the landscape plan) along the perimeter of the lot line abutting a 
residential use.   
B.   Screening along public roadways.  Uses within a planned neighborhood development 
which abut an arterial street as defined in appendix B, section 502 shall be screened by a 
bufferyard of 20 feet in width containing a minimum of three canopy trees, six understory 
trees and nine shrubs per 100 feet of frontage (or an amount creating an equivalent effect 
and approved with the landscape plan). Canopy trees shall be deciduous shade trees 
planted with a minimum of two and one-half inches in caliper at six inches above the ground 
with a mature height of at least 35 feet. Understory trees shall be deciduous shade or fruit 
trees planted at minimum one and ½ inch in caliper at six inches above the ground with a 
mature height of at least 12 feet.   
C.   Existing vegetation.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, existing 
vegetation shall be retained and maintained to the extent feasible in order to permit existing 
vegetation to fulfill or contribute to buffer and screening requirements. In lieu of strict 
compliance with the above bufferyard requirements, a developer may submit a detailed 
landscaping plan that will afford a degree of buffering and screening comparable to that 
provided by these regulations in making use of existing and new vegetation. For 
developments utilizing more than ten percent existing vegetation as a density bonus credit, 
a certified arborist shall provide a detailed description of the existing vegetation with 
notation of specimen trees, to certify compliance. The arborist report shall be accompanied 
by the proposed measures for ensuring preservation during and after construction in 
accordance with the preservation criteria stated in the Town of Luray Landscape 
Preservation and Planting Guide.   
D.   Screening of refuse collection facilities.  Uses, except single-family homes within a 
planned neighborhood development shall provide secure, safe, and sanitary facilities for the 
storage and pickup of refuse. Such facilities shall be convenient to collection and shall be 
appropriate to the type and size of use being served. All refuse storage facilities shall be 
screened on three sides by a solid wooden fence or masonry wall and a tight evergreen 
hedge. The fourth side shall be angled to minimize the view of the refuse collection facility 
or shall be screened by an opaque gate made of durable materials. The screening shall be of 
sufficient height and design to effectively screen the facility from the view from nearby 
residential uses, streets, adjacent properties, and recreational facilities.   
 
ARTICLE V.  SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
503.  Visibility at intersections. 
 
(a)   Except for street signs, utility poles, or traffic signs, no tree, shrub, bush or other 
thing, or any part thereof, shall be placed or allowed to remain on any corner lot in such a 
manner as to impede vision between a height of two and one-half and ten feet above the 
centerline grades of the intersecting streets in the area bound by the street centerlines of 
such intersecting streets and a line joining the street centerlines at a distance of 50 feet 
from the point of intersection. 
(b)   The town may remove the tree, shrub, bush or other thing, or any part thereof, 
whenever such person, after the expiration of five days next following receipt of notice, has 



failed to do so. The cost of any removal shall be chargeable to such person and shall be 
added to their tax bill. 
(c)   Violations of this section shall be a Class 4 misdemeanor. 
(Ord. No. 2005-11-11, § 1, 11-14-2005) 
 


